								

January 30, 2012



Dear Student:

The Central Jersey Alumnae Foundation is proud to accept applications for Denise Howell Brister Scholarship.  The Denise Howell Brister Scholarship Award was established in 2005 by the Brister family through the CJA Foundation to honor Denise Howell Brister’s memory and to recognize young, gifted African American women and men who are pursuing degrees in either the arts or education.   The recipient will receive an award of $500.00.

Denise Yvette Howell Brister was initiated into Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. through the Central Jersey Alumnae Chapter.  She also was a member of the CJA Foundation.  

The CJA Foundation, a 501(c)(3), non-profit, tax-exempt organization, was established in 1996 by the Central Jersey Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. to provide scholarships to needy students in New Jersey.  Since its founding, the CJA Foundation has awarded over $200,000 in scholarships.  The Denise Howell Brister Scholarship is the CJA Foundation’s first memorial scholarship.

Enclosed is the Scholarship application.  All applicants must meet the following qualifications to be eligible: 

African American who has completed the first semester as a 2 or 4-year college student, or  is enrolled in a graduate program 
Interest in pursuing a college degree in Education and/or the Arts
Minimum 2.5 GPA
Completed scholarship application including a personal statement and 500 word essay
Copy of college transcript
New Jersey resident attending school in or out of state 
Proof of matriculation at a college or university

The selection process will be based on several factors, including academic strength, personal statement, essay, extracurricular activities and community service.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Completed application packages should be scanned and emailed to scholarship@cjafoundation.org, or they can be mailed to  the following address by May 11, 2012:

Central Jersey Alumnae Foundation
			Attn: Denise Howell Brister Scholarship
PO Box 636
			Scotch Plains, NJ  07076


Very truly yours, 

CJA Foundation Board of Directors
schlolarship@cjafoundation.org


DENISE YVETTE HOWELL-BRISTER SCHOLARSHIP FUND

TEACHER, ADMINISTRATOR, ACTRESS, SINGER, STORYTELLER, NJPAC ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
Denise Yvette Howell-Brister was known throughout New Jersey as a storyteller, singer, actress and early childhood education teacher and debate coach.  Denise was born July 28, 1957 in Paterson, NJ and died suddenly on April 27, 2005.
Denise attended elementary and secondary school in Paterson.  She graduated from Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ with a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education in 1981 and a Masters of Arts in Early Childhood and Family Studies from Kean University, Union, New Jersey in 2000.  She held a NJ State Certificate of Eligibility, Education, K – 8 and completed nine credits in Special Education at New Jersey City University.
Denise was an instructor in the Newark Public Schools for the past 22 years; teaching most recently at South 17th Street School and prior at the William Horton Elementary School.  She taught kindergarten – sixth grade; she was a provisional teacher of the handicapped; she was a Bank Street Model Classroom kindergarten teacher; she was an elementary school debate coach; she was a dance instructor for the Parent Enrichment Program; and she was the video project coordinator for her school’s Panasonic “Kid Witness News.”
Denise served as an Artist in Residence for the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in the Early Learning through Arts, Wolf-Trap Program.  Her summers also were spent teaching; she was a summer drama instructor with the Community Agencies Corporation of New Jersey and an instructor for the “New Beginnings” Summer Institute for the Bank Street collaboration with Newark Public Schools Clinton Avenue School.  For two years (1993-1995), Denise was an adjunct instructor at her alma mater, Seton Hall University, Black Studies Department, teaching “The History of Black Music.”
As an administrator, Denise was an assistant site evaluator for the NJPAC Early Learning Through the Arts, Wolf-Trap Program; an educational director at the Valley Settlement House, West Orange, NJ; head teacher at the New-Ark School, Newark, NJ; and educational director, Paterson Ecumenical Pre-School, Paterson, NJ.
Denise was a master storyteller.  She presented workshops on storytelling and preformed as a storyteller for such programs Head Start, Paterson, NJ; Kean University, Early Childhood Program, Union, NJ; Community Coordinated Child Care, Jersey City, NJ; New York Public Library; Newark Public Schools; Fountain Baptist Church, Summit, NJ; and Plainfield Public Library, Plainfield, NJ; to name a few locations.  She was known throughout the state for her storytelling and weaving music, stories and acting together.
As an actress, Denise performed in many productions including Purlie by Ossie Davis at Seton Hall University; the first all-African American production at the university.  She also performed in the Off-Broadway and Broadway production of Mahalia.  She also performed in various productions with the Theatre of Universal Images (TUI), Newark, NJ, including the Mighty Gents and Young, Gifted and Black.
Denise sang with Celcius, a jazz band, performing in clubs and schools throughout the state and NYC, including Cami Hall in NYC.  She also performed with the gospel group Soulful Sounds in Roselle, NJ.
Denise’s awards included Dean’s List, Kean University (1998-2000); Newark Public Schools Title VI Mini Grant Proposal (1997); Kean University Graduate Assistantship, spring 1999 (DART Center).
Denise was a member of the Newark Teachers’ Union, the National Council of Negro Women, Inc., Phi Delta Kappa International, New Jersey Educator’s Association, International Reading Association, National Association for the Education of Young Children, and a life member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated.
Denise was married to Steven Brister, Esq.  Steven and Denise have three children, Zuberi Isaiah, Aminah Amira Sarah L and Jamaal Albany.


DENISE HOWELL BRISTER SCHOLARSHIP
 APPLICATION FORM

Please return this form along to the address below by May 11, 2012
Please be sure to include the following documents:
Two letters of recommendation
Proof of enrollment
Copy of your college transcript
Two personal essays 

		
 (
Central Jersey Alumnae Foundation
“Strengthening the Growth of Our Communities”
)

PO Box 636 ∙ Scotch Plains, New Jersey ∙ 07076

[bookmark: Text1][bookmark: Text2]Name      Date of Birth      

[bookmark: Text3]Street Address      

[bookmark: Text4][bookmark: Text5][bookmark: Text6][bookmark: Text7]City      			State      Zip      County     

[bookmark: Text8][bookmark: Text12][bookmark: Text13][bookmark: Text9][bookmark: Text10][bookmark: Text11]Phone    -   -      	Social Security #   -  -    

High School(s) attended:
[bookmark: Text24]	Name        			Address      		Dates      	
	Name      			Address      		Dates      	
[bookmark: Text14]	Graduation Date:      

College/Institution I am attending:      	
[bookmark: Text15][bookmark: Text17][bookmark: Text16]	City      	State      
[bookmark: Text18][bookmark: Text19]	Beginning date      	College Major/Minor:     




- continued -


COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES:  (Attach an additional sheet if necessary.)  Please list all the ways you have been a leader or active volunteer in your school and community.



	ACTIVITY
	DATES
	LEADERSHIP, If Any

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES:  (Attach an additional sheet if necessary.)  List all school and/or individual activities in which you have participated in the last four years (sports, the arts, student government, clubs, volunteer projects, religion groups, scouting, etc.).

	ACTIVITY
	DATES
	HONORS/LEADERSHIP, if any

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



WORK EXPERIENCE: (Attach an additional sheet if necessary.)  List any paid work experiences you have had in the past two years.

	POSITION
	HOURS PER WEEK
	DATE FROM
	DATE TO

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Permission is granted to publicize receipt of the scholarship if this application is selected.

[bookmark: Text25]Signature of Applicant _____________________________________   Date      





DENISE HOWELL BRISTER SCHOLARSHIP
 PERSONAL ESSAYS
Essays should be word processed or typewritten, and double-spaced)

ESSAY 1 - Please tell us about yourself (a 100 word maximum):

ESSAY 2 - Please answer one of the following questions (a 500 word maximum):

What does it mean to you to say that people should always lead by example?

What does it mean to say that everyone has the ability to lead?

What motivates you to spend your time in community service? What sacrifices do you make?

What would a peer in a group you lead and/or perform service with say about you?


Please remember to include your name and contact information on each page of your essay.
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